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B I O G R A P H Y

Early Lifa
Willie Lea Williams, the writer of this Thesis, was bora
September £5, 1906 in the Valley View Community, Upshur County
eight miles east of Giltrmr, Texas.

Ha was the son of Lewi and

Lucihda Williams, and the elder of two brothers.
Education
Ha finished his elementary school work in the Valley View
Community elementary school in 1923.

He obtained his high school

and college education at Texas College, Tyler, Texas, in 1927
end 1931 respectively.

While in college he majored in Chemistry

and mi norad in Mathematics.

He then attended Prairie View State

Normal end Industrial College, earning thirty-two hours credit
in Vocational Agriculture work.
In 1935-37 he completed sixteen semester hours in Latigston
University, Langston, Oklahoma.
In 1938, he entered the graduate department at Prairie View
State College, Prairie View, Texas, and is looking forward to
graduation with a Master's Degree, having a major in Administration
and Supervision of High Schools and a minor in Rural Sociology.

Teaching Experience
The writer taught for a period of three years in Case
County, in the Jenning City Community, four miles east of
Naples, Texas.
In July 1934, he was elected principal of the Booker T.
Washington High School of Hugo, Choctaw County, Oklahoma, which
position he now holds.
In December, 1934, he was married to Hiss Oametta Z. Ladd
of Pittsburg, Texas.
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tion and compilation of this thesis*
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T. W. Hunter and Attorney Lynn W. Norman for their historioal
contributions with reference to the early history of Choctaw
County and the history of the early schools.
Special acknowledgments are aocorded Superintendents
Harvey M. Black, and R. R. Perkins, who gave him access to
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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

It Is only in recent years that the Negro race has begun to
pay attention to its history. It was in 1924 when Carter G. Woodson
edited his History of the American Negro. Since that time a smat
tering of light has been thrown on Negro life by such men as: Ben
jamin Brawley and Charles $. Johnson. None of these books however,
represent a complete treatise on any phase of the life of the Negro.
Some ultra-aiaalgamatists take the stand that the history of
the Negro in America is a part of American history, and should not
be isolated. But any individual who ia acquainted with the theme
and treatment of American history, understands the folly of expect
ing an unadulterated account of toe history of the Negro. Even if
the life of the Negro in American history were treated unbiasly, the
account would be woefully inadequate. There are certain phases of
the Negro's life that would not be considered. There are certain
aspects of his development that are normally overlooked or Ignored.
Yet a nation's or a race's history ia incomplete unless every
phase of life is taken into account. The history of the Negro people
is replete with instances of bravery on the fields of battle. The
annals of sport records in indelible letters, the names of heroes
on the cinder path, on the gridiron, and on the basket-ball court.
History has recorded the work of Negro scientists, doctors, lawyers,

s
educator* and musicans, with apologies*

These recorders with a

few exceptions, have been of other races; some hare been extremely
and morbidly bias, while others have purposely side-stepped facts
pertaining to Negroes and Negro life*
We might be prone to accept the point of view that the devel
opment of Negro education has been no different from the development
of the education of any other particular race*
ly fallacious.

This point is high

The education of the Negro has been a separate and

distinct phenomenon in America's oulture.

His background, his train

ing, and his oulture have made him different from other races.

Occu

pational distribution has decreed for him a definite type of training.
His education has been patented but fascinating.

It has followed such

labyrinthlan paths that one wonders how and through what stream of
luck he has reached his present station.
Too often observers are prone to magnify the movement of Negro
education and fail to see the virtue of the single stone that goes
into the edifice.

Too often historians have made this same mistake

concerning Negro education, without due consideration of the small
school out of v&ich that magnificent structure arises.
It la reasonable to believe that a history of the Booker T.
Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, is to some extent, typi
cal of the history of the average Negro high school, and the acknowl
edgment and study of its development will show the relation that this
type of Negro education bears to the finished product; the young
Negro college graduate.
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The Objectives of the Study are;
1.

To trace the chronological development of the school from
its Inception to the present tin©.

2.

To evaluate the influences that have been responsible for
the growth of the school*

3.

To evaluate the potency of the school to adequately stim
ulate the growth of other educational, social, and econo
mic institutions that are within the same area.

4.

To show within the school Itself, the weaknesses that have
been overlooked*

5.

To th

end that it may be used as a source of reference

for persons who may wish to make a study of the school in
the future.
Heed of the Study
The author wishes to state that no such study of this school
has ever been made*
The study is needed in order to keep in a permanent written
form, authentic information relative to the school, which is usually
transmitted in the traditional manner from stouth to mouth, and which
obviously, in tie, becomes valueless.

{At various times during

the last six years, individuals connected with the school have died.
The brief biographical sketches read during these obsequies have
shown glaring discrepancies as to local historical events related
to the school*s history.)

4
From time to time, persons have sought information pertain
ing to the history of the school, that the school has not bean
able to provide} neither have the school officials been able to
point out an accepted source.

Anniversary celebrations have been

incomplete where the school was concerned, because reliable his
torical data pertaining to the school were not available.
A study of this sort is needed in order to make possible the
collaboration of this with other history courses in the school.
Since students manifest a natural interest in the things per-taining to them, it therefore becomes easier for them to correlate his
torical processes when these processes are co-ordinated with their
own experiences or with experiences that concern them.
Source of Data
The data for this study have been gathered from the following
sources;
Those of personal experiences, a recollection of pioneer
citizens, both white and colored,who have spent their
lives in and about Choctaw County.
Hie history of the ^tate of Oklahoma.
The Oklahoma Almanac.
The school Laws of Oklahoma for the year 1939.
State Department Bulletins relative to the development of
schools in Oklahoma.
The present principal's annual reports.
The minutes of oivic, social, religious, and political
organizations*

5
Stats Highway Laws and road maps.
Excsrpts from addresses on various occasions.
Historical markers and bulletins.
Biographies.

Historical Background of Choctaw ~ounty
Ibis area dates back as far as 1837, when a tribe of Choctaw
Indians migrated from the state of Mississippi to it, and made a
settlement at Doakville.1

Later, a town was established two miles

west of Fort Towson, Oklahoma.

This town was named Doakville in

honor of the Boak brothers, the first to make a settlement on the
Red River near the mouth of the Kiamiehi River.

Doakville became

the Trading Center and headquarters of the Indian agency, and from
1850 to 1860, it was the oapitol of the Choctaw nation.

2

The Choctaw Territory extended from the line of Arkansas on
the east to the "ataehia River on the west, and from the Had River
on the south to the Cannadian River on the north.
that tine was called Kiamichia County.
in a town called

w01d

The county at

Its county seat was located

Goodland, * Just two miles north of the pres

ent site of Hugo, near the Frisco Railroad line.

Hugo, at that time

3
was called Raymon, Oklahoma.

1

Wm. Brown Morrison,
p. 51.

1 itary j?nat.R .ami Camps JLa. DKl.fthnmw, 1936,

2 __ . _

Ibid.

3

I. . Hunter, History of Chootaw Eduoatlon. p. 6.
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Between 1901 and 1902, the name Rayroon was changed to that of
Hugo, in honor of the French

*

writer, Victor Hugo.

became the county seat of Choctaw County.
Kiamichia, before statehood.

In 1908, it

This county was called

Since that time, it has been known

as Choctaw County. *
Geographical Loc tlon of Choctaw County
In 1908, Choctaw c0unty was so named for the Choctaw tribe of
Indiana living in that territory.
It is located 206 miles from Oklahoma City, in the south-east
ern part of the state.

It is bounded on the south by the Red River,

which supplies its principal dreinsge.

It has a population of

24,142, an area of 709 square miles, an altitude of 605 feet, and
annual
an average/rainfall of 38 inches. The total assessed valuation of
Hugo is #10,246,369.

Its area embraces 505,600 acres, 101,928

acres under cultivation, 16,260 acres in pasture, and 87,152 acres
in unimproved land.
One will find timber in the county for milling purposes, such
as pine, oak, gum, cottonwcod, and elm.

In the eastern section,

vast areas of pine timbsr have been cut, but there i3 still enough
standing to supply milling plants for a number of years to come.
1

g

T. W, Hunter, County Judge of Choctaw County.

The Oklahoma Almanac, 1931, p. 27.
* Hugo received its name from a woman whose husband ran on the
Frisco Line, which pe aed through Hugo. She names it Hugo be
cause when she was a student in school Victor Hugo was her
favorite writer, this Is how Hugo got its name.
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Three distinct soils are found in the e unty.

The

botton, so called because of its red, rich sandy loam.

od River
The soil

in the center of the county is of a dark sandy material, dark, rich,
and loamy, and producing all kinds of crops.
tion is known en the black wax land.

The north-east por

The county was settled, for

the most part, by people from adjoining counties, who early in 1900
began to operate farms in the county.
The Kiamichia River supplies an abundance of pure water, tthe
river being fed by mountain springs.

It is an agricultural oounty,

with stock raising end dairying the major enterprises.

The leading

crops according to acreage are cotton, corn, oats, and prairie hay.
A considerable acreage of peanuts is planted.
Limestone for cement is found in large quantities near Hugo.
There is in the county, a site of old Fort Towson, ona of the earli
est military posts of Oklahoma.1
Hugo, the county seat, is to-day a city of 6,500 inhabitants,
with churches, schools, public buildings, paved streets, electric
lights, and is favorably comparable with other cities of its size.
It began to grow when the Arkansas and Chactaw Railway moved west
ward, and crossed the Frisco at this particular spot.

It is located

at the juncture of two Frisco lines, and at the divisional point for
one line.

In addition to its trade, many small manufacturing enter

prises are located here.

1

The latest addition is a pecan packing

The Oklahoma Almanac, 1931, p. 27.
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plant.

Its most Impressive structure Is the county oourt build

ing.
Politically, the county is democratic.1
Towns in Choctaw County
There are five towns, six townships, end one city with a
s
population of six thousand, five hundred in Choctaw °ounty.
Hugo, the capital and metropolis of Choctaw bounty has a
population of 6,500.

It is situated 204 miles south-east of

Oklahoma City by railway, and 216 mile a by highway. The city has
six school buildings including one for colored.

Hugo has six

miles of paved streets, and a reservoir water system with steam
and electric power with a daily capacity of 1,500,000 gallons.

It

has six industrial plants, two mills, an ice cream factory, a
pecan packing plant, end several creamery and butter works.

Hugo

is served by the Frisco railroad (two lines), and the Jordan-Dixie
bus lines.

The city has 1,0?8 telephone connections, a oounty

fair, 48 acres of parks and an aeroplane landing field. It can
also boast of a high school stadium at a oost of,;69,000, an armory
building of native stone at a cost of #51,000, sixteen churches, a
library, a National Bank of Commerce, and Security ^tate Bank.
orde

In

to gain a better picture of this area, the reader is referred

to Table I.
* Oklahoma Almanac, 1931, p. 27.
2 Ibid.
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TABLE

I

CHOCTAW COUNTY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS

Name of Town and Township
Boswell Town
Eraridga Township

Total Populotion

703
1,468

Fort Towson Town

417

Grant Town

238

Hugo City

6,500

Hunter Township

8,304

Jeter Township

1,577

Oakea Township

1,803

Ratliffe Township

1,133

Sopa Town

373

Swink Town

116

Wilson Township

2,788

^ Information taken from Fifteenth Census of the United St&tea,
1930*
Population Bulletin. Second Series, p. 53 under Choctaw County.

io

Roads
There are two pared highways leading to Hugo: Highway Ho. 70,
whose intersections with highways Hos. 77, 81, 277, and 281 in the
uouth-weat, connect Oklahoma with the Lone Star State of Texas on the
south, the state of Kansas on the north, New Mexico on the west, and
the state of Arkansas on the east.
The second highway that leads to Hugo is number 271, out of
Paris, Texas, which connects with Highway No. 70 in %go,
The highways leading to Hugo extend to all of the key cities
1

in the state and to all of the metropolis cities out of the state.

There are additional roads within the county leading to Hugo.
Many of these roads are gravelled ; nd meny are not.
There is an outstanding feature of county roads in Oklahoma
All roads are in sections; at the end of each mile is found a cross
road making many squares.
Distance
Hugo is located 204 miles fr ia the State Capital, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, and a similar distance from other key cities in the
state.
The average distance from Hugo, for the roads in Choctaw County,
is approximately 205 miles.

1

Official Road Map of Oklahoma.
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S U M M A R Y
In this Introductory chapter the author sets forth the fact
that such a study as presented, answers a long felt need.
Many folk persist In the belief that Negro history should he
given a place only in the histories of the white race in the United
States, or of any country, for that matter.
Granting this, still it is clearly stated and sustained, that
much valuable data concerning everything pertaining to Negroes would
be lost, nor never heard of, should Negro historians shrink from
writing their own history.
Many think that the development of Negro education has been
no different from that of any other particular race, but it has, and
these differences and the definite types of training which occupa
tional distribution has decreed for him will be clearly set forth in
this work*
The source of Negro education movement is identified as none
other than the Negro Sigh School of which Booker T* Washington High
School of Hugo, Oklahoma is typical, and which school is used in par
ticular, to illustrate and designate the principles, aims, and atti
tudes of American Negro high schools in general.
The objectives of this study aret to trace the chronogical
development of this school} to evaluate what Influences have been
brought to bear upon its growth; what influences it has had and does
have to make this work a thoroughly authentic one for historical ref-
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erence.
The source for this data have been gathered from personal
experiences of white and colored, Oklahoma State Hietory, Okla
homa School laws, Oklahoma State Department Bulletins.
sent principals

The pre

annual reports, religious and political organi

zations, biographies, exhaustive information of Chactaw County,
and the county seat, Hugo, Oklahoma.
The writer of this thesis has attempted to give a histori
cal background of Chactaw County, with a geographical location,
number of towns in the county as to population, roads leading to
and from Hugo, and in the next chapter we hops to show the deve
lopment of Negro schools in this area.
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Chapter II
DEVELOPMENT OF NEGRO SCHOOLS IN CHOCTAW COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
1886-1915
Negro Schools in this Area before Statehood
The development of Negro schools paralleled in a large degree
the
to the development of schools for/Ohoetaw Indians in that area of
Oklahoma.
A Colored .Presbyterian Minister by the name of Wiley Homer,
established the first Presbyterian Church and Mission School for
colored at Grant, Oklahoma about 1868. Several schools of this type
1
were established through the county.
Source of Revenue far Operation of Schools
The Presbyterian Mission Board and the Freedman Aid Board jointly
supported the Negro schools, and the Choctaw Freedman in this county
prior to 1908.^
The Physical Plant
Prior to 1908, classes and ohxirah service wars held in the same
building. Many times during this period classes were taught in old
25
residential homes, or stores.

^ Observation Lyman W. Norman by Communication to T. ¥» Hunter of
Hugo.
^ T. W. Hunter, County Judge of Choctaw bounty.
3 F. P. Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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Migration of Teeohsrs to the Territory before Statehood
Msny teachers migrated to the territory before statehood.

Some

were seeking jobs, others were trying to locate homes at reasonable
rates.

ost of the teachers who settled in this area

came from the

older states, such as the states of Mississippi, Ohio, North Carolina

and Texas.1
Miss Mary Orange (white) was one of the first Presbyterian Mis
sionaries to come to this territory as a teacher of Negro children.
Miss Hattie McCoullough (oolored) a resident of CSrant, Oklahoma,served
as an assistant teacher under Mps. Oraige.

Both of these ladies taught

in the colored school in Grant, Oklahoma, one of the first schools or-

£

ganized for Negroes in the Choctaw nation.

Teacher's

ualificationa

Education among the teachers who came to the territory before
statehood was very limited.

Many of them had completed the eighth

grade, some had completed their high school work, and only a few had

3

attended college.

Methods of Securing Teacher's Certificates
Many of the teachers who came to Oklahoma in territorial days
did not have to nualify to teach school, for at that time there were
few requirements.

If an individual could read and write he was grant

ed permission to teach upon a recommendation from some reliable source.
F. P, Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma.
2
3

T. W. Hunter, County Judge of Choctaw County.
T, P. Williams (observation) A residental teacher for thirty years
in Hugo.
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This type of instruction only existed before Oklahoma was admitted
to the union as a state in 1907.

SAHLY DETSLOTWNT 0? SCHOOLS IN HUGO, OKLAHOMA.
1908-1915
Organization
From 1908 to 1915, the organization of schools in this area
depended to a great extent upon the iaitiatiTe of the teacher.

A

teacher who had a desire to teach school in the county was asked by
the superintendent to make a surrey of the county in order to locate
possible regions or locations where a school might be organized.

Any

coiwumity where as many as ten students could be mustered was de
clared a school center.

Ths teacher was given permission by the su

perintendent to organize a school in that community, providing the
people would furnish a place for school to be taught.

Usually the

community permitted school to be taught in the church.
The organization of the first ^agro school in Hugo dates as far
back as 1904."''
Administration
The first school in Hugo was taught by Professor Author Elliott
of Salisbury, North Carolina.

Mr. Mlliott taught in this school for

a period of three years, and was replaced by Mrs. Alice Hill, a na
tive of ^exas.

Mrs. Hill was in the system for a period of one year,

* Observation F. P. Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma
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and was replaced by Professor Burnslde, a student of Alcorn College,
Alcorn, Mississippi.
of three years.

Mr. Burnside worked in the school for a period

During the second year of his tenure, Miss Lucy

Parker, a high school graduate of the Gibbons High School, Paris, Tex
as, was added to the faculty.1
In 1911, Professor R. A. Long, a normal graduate of Ohio State
Collage became principal of the Hugo separate school.

His assistant

teacher was Miss Lucy Parker, who taught with Professor R. A. long
from 1911 to 1915.
The development of the Negro schools in Hugo did not progress
very rapidly due to a laok of funds and interest on the part of the
state from which the local school board had to secure appropriations
for the operation of Negro schools.
During the period dating from 1904 to 1915, a period of 11 years,
the school was still utilizing spaces in the corners of churches,
stores, and abandoned houses.

The Negro school in Hugo, although its

v

location was in the city, was under the jurisdiction of the county
officials.
Dividing the County into Districts
In 1908, due to the rapid increase in rural population a more
definite organization of the echool system beoama necessary.

Teach

ers s metimes came into conflict with one another over whose right

F. P. Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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it was to report certain children on their roll.

These conditions

led to the organisation of the county into districts, tinder the di
rect supervision of the oounty superintendent.1
The Superintendent»a Attitude Toward Negro Schools
The slow development of Negro schools in Hugo from 1908 to 1915,
vividly reflects the negative attitude of the superintendents which
was clearly illustrated by the adverse conditions under which teach2
era had to work during this period.
Migration of Teachers to Hugo. Oklahoma after Statehood
The following persons migrated to Hugo, Oklahoma, after state
hood, to serve as teachars in ths colored school between 1908 and
1915.

Mr. J. H. Burnside, Alcorn, Mississippi, Miss luoy Parker,

Paris, Texas, and Professor R, A. Long, of the state of Ohio.3

The Qualifications of Teachers in Choctaw County. 1908-1915
The qualifications of teacher® in the Hugo school from 1908-1915
are as follows: Professor R. A, Long, held a first grade county certif
icate.

Professor J. H. Burnside, taught on a second grade county cer

tificate, and Miss Lucy Parker, held a second grade county certificate.
Methods of Securing Teacher's Certificates
There were two methods used by the teachers of Choctaw County

1

Observation - F. P. Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma,

2

Ibid.

3

Taken from the county superintendent's reports from 1908 and 1909.
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in securing a teaoher's certificate.

The first method of securing

a certificate at this time was by taking the county examination with
the county superintendent, and second, by completing four years of
high school work from a fully accredited four year high school, with
professional training, or by college training from some recognized
accredited college*
With the approval of the school officials on the completion of
a certain number of prescribed courses, and validated by the State
2
Department of Education at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

S U M U A R T
In discussing the Negro schools in this area before statehood
from 1886 to 1915, we have attempted to show the type of Negro school
houses; the source of money for operating schools; how teachers were
secured; the average qualifications necessary for teachers; and some
names of teachers and their qualifications.
The author discussed the migration of teachers and the attitude
of the superintendent toward the Nogyo school as a cause for the slow
development of schools in this area prior to 1915.
In the course of development better qualifications were needed;
the county was divided into two districts and the methods by which
teachers oould secure certificates were improved.

1

2

Sixth Biennial he port of the State Superintendent of Public In
struction. Oklahoma, 1916, p. 53.
Ibid.

19

The housing conditions of the schools were poor, end many of
the instructors were poorly prepared.

We have attempted to show a

gradual development from a very poor condition to a somewhat better
one from 1886 to 1915 in Choctaw County as well as the development
of the Negro schools of Hugo, Oklahoma, from 1904 to 1915.
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Chapter III
THE HISTORY OF SEPARATE SCHOOL OF HUGO, 1915-1934
The Early History
The early history of the colored school dated hack to 1904.
It progressed "Slowly but Surely" from stores, to churches and
abandoned houses from 1904 to 1915 a point which marked a new era
1

for the school.

The Purchasing of si Sehool Site and Cost

In 1915-18 a new school site was purchased by the county under
the Jurisdiction of the county commissioner from Mr. R. V. Womack
(white) at a cost of six hundred dollars and twenty cents ($600.20).
There were three lots in this school site, numbering 2, 3, and 4.
The deeds to this property is kept on file in the County Court House
of Choctaw County in Hugo, Oklahoma.
The Size and Location of School Site
The school site was located on 113 West Lowery Street, east of
the Frisco Railroad line in Everett Addition.

This site is called

Everett Addition in honor of the first man who owned it, Mr. Everett.
The size of the school site was 150 foot front and back and 170 foot
side.2
1.

F. P. Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma.

2.

This information was taken from the office of the city superin
tendent.
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The Physical Plant
The physical plant was e two story frame building with four
rooms.

Two rooms were on the first floor of the building, and two

on the second floor.

The rooms on the second floor had movable

doors which divided the rooms into halves for classroom purposes,
and the same room to be made into one for an auditorium.

The front

of the building faced the north.
There were two out houses located on the south—east and south
west corners of the school site.

Each toilet was a satisfactory dis

tance from the school building, and could accomodate five persons
each.

They were frame buildings.
The coal bin was a small frame building located on the south

side of the school. It had e capacity of two tons.
There were four coal stores In the school, four blackboards,
and thirty small wooden benches.

A total cost of the physical plant

and school site was $1,620.^"
Naming of the Negro School in Hugo
The Negro school in Hugo did not receive its name until 1915.
The school was named the "Cuney High School" by the principal at that
time, Professor R. A. Long.

It was named for bright Cuney, an out

standing Negro politician, who was collector of revenue at Galveston,
Texas, and the first to secure a charter for Negroes to operate the
Masonic Lodge for Negroes of Texas, and Oklahoma.

1

F. P. Williams, (observation) Hugo, Oklahoma.
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Teachers Qualifications in Kegro School from 1915-1934
During this period the qualifications of teachers in the Hugo
Colored School were as follows: There were two teachers with a per
manent high school certificate; ons with a firs year high school cer
tificate; four with first grade elementary certificates; six with
second grade elementary certificates; and one with a temporary certif
icate.

1

Two-thirds of the teachers working in the school system

received their certificates by taking the county examination, and onethird received certificates through college training.
Tenure of Teachers
Ksune

Tenure

Professor R» A, Long

1915-1921

Miss M. M. Henderson

1921 - 1925

Professor P. P. Williams

1925 - 1929

Professor G. A. Parker

1929 - 1934

Mrs. Bessie Hogan acted as principal during the absence of Mr.
G. A. Parker a portion of the school term of 1933-34.

2

Salary of Teachers 1915-1934
The salary of tbs classroom teachers average fifty dollars
(#50.00) per month.

1

2

Information from records of the county and city superintendents.
Office of county superintendent.
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The principal's salary averaged sixty-five dollars (#65.00)
per month.

During the school year of 1933, Professor 0. A. Parker's

salary was seventy-five dollars { '75.00) per month.
How the Negro School of Hugo Was Supported from 1915-1934
The colored school in Hugo was supported by the state and
Choctaw County through the office of the county superintendent until
July 1, 1933.

During the year 1933 the Board of Education of Hugo

took over the school, and it was supported by the county ahd state
throu-h the office of the city superintendent.2
The ouperlntendent's Attitude Toward Negro Educetion from 1915-1934
The superintendent's attitude toward Negro education from 19151934 was that of a negative nature.

From 1933 through 1934, the at-

titude of the superintendent was very favorable.

Here the Negro

school system began tc expand in its physical plant.

The Improvement of the Physical Plant in 193E
In 1932, Professor G. A. Parker, principal of the Cuney High
School of Hugo, attempted a building program.

It was during this

period that the old building constructed under Professor R. A. long's
administration, was torn down and replaced by a six room building with
adequate cloak rooms, telephone, and auditorium.

This building pro

gram was due to an increase in the Negro population in order to pro3
vide space for the crowded condition.
lRecurds and reports of county and city superintendents.
2

Ibid

3

F. P. Williams, Hugh, Oklahoma
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The building was constructed with old and new lumber. The
old lumber came from the old building constructed tinder the Long
administration. It was during Mr. Parker's administration that a change
in the administration of the school was effected. Until this time
the school had been a part of the regular county system.
It was during this period that another lot was purchased adja
cent to the present school site making a total of four lots. The
last lot was purchased from a Mr. Loleman, (colored) at a cost of thir
ty-fire dollars (#35.00). This was lot number one In the Everett's
Addition, 90 feet east of the Frisco Railroad line.1
On July 1, 1933, the colored school became the separate school
in an Independent District, under the supervision of the Board of JSduS
cation in Hugo.
The value of the physical plant at the end of Mr. 0. A. Parker's
administration was four thousand dollars (#4000)•
In order to make the picture of the physical plant more vivid
3
the author wishes to refer you to a floor plan of the building.
(See Appendix, Floor Plan No. I)*

1
2

3

Observation. Information taken from F. P. Williams, Hugo, Oklahoma.
Harvey M. Bleek, Superintendent of Public Schools in Hugo, Oklahoma.
This information was taken from the office of the city superintend
ent in Hugo, Oklahoma, (oea Appendix B for loor Plan), p. 78.
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SUMMARY
In Chapter III the writer discussed the history of the Sepa
rate School of Hugo (1915 to 1934), the purchasing of a school site
for the Negro school, the erecting of a new building under Mr. R. A.
Long** administration, naming of school plant, teachers qualifica
tions, salaries, and the support of the sehool as effected by the
superintendent.
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Chapter 17
HISTORY OP THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL OP
HUGO, OKLAHOMA
1934-1940
Cha At/ink the Name of the School
In August, 1934, the name of the Cuney High School was changed
by the Superintendent Harrey M. Black on recommendation of the prin
cipal, Willie Lee Williams, who was elected principal of trie Guney
High School July 15, 1934, to succeed Mrs. Beesie Hogan, who had act
ed as principal during the illness of the principal ilr. S. A. Parker,
in the spring of 1934*
The school was renamed the Booker T, Washington High Sohool in
honor of the great ^egro Educator and School Builder, Dr. Booker T.
Washington.
This name was selected after deliberation on the part of Super
intendent Black and Principal Williams} their desire being to stimu
late the citizens of Choctaw County through the honorable protrayal
of the ideals and doctrines of Booker T. Washington with reference to
i
2
education.
"Train the hand as well as the mind."
Growth of the Physical Plant. 1934-1936
In 1934, the physical plant of the Booker T, Washington High
Sohool could accomodate only six teachers.
1

2

The sudden increase in en-

Harrey M. Black, Superintendent of Schools, Hugo, Oklahoma.
*
Booker T, Washington, Book of Tuskegee Institute, p. 3.
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rollment necessitated an addition of one teacher.

In order to house

the additional teacher and her pupils, the Board of Education made
provision to rent a church near the Booker T.Washington High School.
In 1915, the school had again outgrown its physical plant? and the
Board of Education rented another church to accomodate another teach
er and her pupils.

This school was called the Creosote Plant Sohool,

so named because the students came from the Creosote Plant Area.
In 1936, the Board of Education was successful in getting a
W.P.A, project sanctioned for the purpose of building a new sohool
that would accomodate the increased sohool population.

In the same

year a high school building was erected on the sohool site purchased
by the county in 1915 and 1933.

The new sohool was located west from

the old school built by the county during Mr. O. A. Parker's adminis
tration 1931-1934, and 90 feet east of the Prisco Railroad Line.
Description of the new building:- In 1936, a new frame agri
cultural building was erected at the Booker T, Washington High School.
This building had five (5) regular class rooms, six storage rooms for
the following: Science equipment, tools for farm shop and the Voca
tional department, foot ball equipment, Hom Economics supplies; Gen
eral Science supplies, general school supplies, adequate space for
Cloakrooms, and a well-spaced room for the principal's office.1 The
new building was erected parallel to the old school building, with a
new concrete walk connecting both buildings.
in the new building.
1

The shop is housed with

It is nicely spaced, and has a concrete floor.

Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Washington
High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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The building is equipped with modern electrical fixtures end running
water.
Cost of the Building:- The total oast for the construction
of the new school building was $5,157.18 with &.P.A. labor.
School Equipments- In 1934, the school equipment was very
limited.

There were only 35 desks for pupils, 9 blackboards, no

drinking fountains and a poor heating system.

The Home Maiding depart

ment had a few bulletins, one electric iron, and one sewing machine.1
The equipment in the Vocational Agricultural department amounted to
$65.00.

In 1934, the value of the school furniture was #400.

the value of the furniture was $3,500.

Table

In 1940,

Appendix, Floor Plan No.2f

II shows ths increase in enrollment from 1932-1940.

Observation. Information taken from office of city superintendent,
* (See Appendix, Floor Plan No. 2, p. 79).
/ Hugo, Oklahoma.
1
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TABLE

II

ENROLLMENT BY YEARS IN THE BOCKBR T. ASHLNOTON HI® SCHOOL
OP HUGO, OKLAHOMA, 1932-1940, GRADES 1-12

' ; leiiieatary
* Department
• Male * Female
»
»

Years

* High School
' Department
* Male * Female
t
»

*
*
Total
* Grand
* Male • Female* Total
f
*
«

1932-33

109

101

7

13

*16

114

220

1933-34

94

112

28

38

112

140

262

1934-35

96

120

26

53

122

173

295

1935-36

109

126

44

60

153

186

339

1938-37

100

146

43

73

143

219

362

1937-38

120

163

42

65

162

228

390

1938-39

112

150

42

76

154

226

390

1939-40

113

142

58

82

171

226

395

The school enrollment for the Elementary, Junior, and Senior
High School departments increased 555& in a period of eight years, as
shown in Table II.
Table III shows the increase in teachers' salaries, 1934-1940.

^ Information taken fro® Annual Reports of the superintendent.
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TABU

III

DISTRIBUTION OF TEACHERS' SALARIES BY YEARS, 1934-1940
•

Names of
Teachers

'1934'1935

19351936

19361937

19371938

19381939

1

19391940

$1300

$1400

$1400

1680

1920

2280

2280

540

630

720

765

810

400

540

630

-

-

-

Erma Walker

540

-

-

mm

mm

-

Ocie Monroe

480

-

-

-

-

-

Ruby ^raiiall

480

630

-

mm

-

-

Elizabeth Hall

480

630

720

810

Thelma Rinehart

-

540

630

720

765

810

Hazel Rogers

we

540

630

720

720

765

Margaret Henry

mm

mm

765

-

-

A. C. Haston

mm

-

-

720

765

810

Ella Brown

-

-

-

765

-

-

Ina Anderson*

-

-

-

720

765

mm

0, L. Crane

-

-

-

-

720

765

Marian Howell

-

-

-

-

720

-

Jamee Price

-

-

-

-

-

720

Izena Harris

-

-

-

-

«•

765

480

540

-

-

-

-

-

mm

630

720

810

810

W, L. Williams

$640

$900

$1125

Wm. ^rshall

1500

1620

Jessye D. Bowene

400

Bessie Kogans

Susie Williams*
F. P. Williams

•^This Information was takan fro

.

1092.50 1300

the office of the city superintendent.
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Teachers* Salaries:- The salaries of teachers in the school
have increased 80$ in a period of six years.

Tsachsrs on Table III

who drew #50.00 per month in 1934, were drawing 190.00 per month in
1940; an increase of 80$.

SUMMARY
The history of Booker T. Washington High School between 19341940, is marked by its rapid growth in every department,

the name

was changed from Cunay High School to Booker £. Washington High
School.
The physical plant expanded by the erection of an additional
building on the old campus and the establishment of the Creosote
Plant school.
The building is modern in every respect, and equipped to carry
out the work of a present-day high school.
The I'ablee cost in bold relief the progress of the school.

Chapter V
THE HISTORY OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL OF
HUGO, OKLAHOMA.
Administration and Supervision
The School Board's Attitude Toward Negro Educations-

In July,

1933, the Booker T. Washington High School ceased to he a pert of
the county school system, and became en Independent District School,
The school began at once to maks steady progress, as has been
evidenced by the growth of the school in the proceeding chapter.

The

growth of the school reflects the attitude of the Board of Education
toward education for Negroes in Hugo and Choctaw County.
The Relation between the Teachers and School Board:- The teach
ers of Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, are elect
ed by the Board of Education on the recommendations made to the city
superintendent by the principal of the school.

The teachers are re

sponsible to the Board for good conduct and energetic wor*..
City Superintendents - Qualifications - Professor Harvey M.
Black, Superintendent of schools In Hugh, Oklahoma,holds a Bachelor's
Degree and a Master's Degree.

He has been in the Hugo School System

for a period of eight years.
Attitude toward Negro Educations- The welfare of any school de
pends largely upon the attitude of its superintendent.

This superin

tendent has been a dynamic force in the development of the Booker T.
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Washington School of Hugo, Oklahojoe.

He has given his influence and

efforts to every program that contributed to the growth of the school.
The Relation between the Principal and the Superintendent:- The
relationship between the principal of the Booker T. Washington High
School of Hugo, Oklahoma, and the superintendent of

he same, is pro

fessionally cordial*
The program that the superintendent ha3 outlined for the school
is carried out by "he principal.

The superintendent receives recom

mendations from the principal with reference to the school program and
the school policies. The principal is responsible to the Board of
Education through the superintendent of the school.
The Principal:staff is very cordial.

The relation between the principal and his
It is possessed with that type of cordiali

ty which heeds cooperation, trust, and congeniality.
is the agent of the superintendent in the school.

The principal

The teachers are

responsible to the superintendent through the principal of the school.
Organization
The Curriculum of the School:-

The High School department - the

growth of the High School department may be clearly seen by the com
parison of the Course of Study in 1934, end the Course of Study in 1940,
outlined in Tables IV and V.

Information taken from the office of the city superintendent, Hugo,
Oklahoma.
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TABLE

IV

COURSE OF STUDY
Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma
1934-19351
First Semester

Grade 9th

Algebra I
English 1
Oklahoma History
Agriculture end Home Economics

Second Semester
Algebra X
English I
Civics
Vocational Agriculture
and Home Economics

Grade 10th
Geometry
General Science
English II
Vocational Agriculture
and Homo Economics

Geometry
General Science
English II
Vocational Agriculture and
Home Economics
Grade Uth

General Science
English III
American History
Vocational Agriculture
and Home Economics

General Science
English III
American History
Vocational Agriculture and
Home Economics
Grade 12th
General Science
Saglish IV
U. S. History
Vocational Agriculture and
Home Economics

General eience
English IV
U. S. History
Vocational Agriculture
and Home i-conomics

This Course of Study for 1934-35 marks the beginning of a
definite high school program.
1

Taken fror offioo records of the prinoipal of the Booker T. Wash
ington High School.
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TABLE

V

COURSE OF STUDY
Booker T. Washington High Sohool
1939-1940
Seoond Semester

First Semester
Ninth Grade
Composite Math.
Oklahoma History
English I
Voc. Agrl. or Home Economics

Composite Math.
Negro History
English I
Voc. Agrl. or Home Economics

Tenth Grade
Algebra 1
English 2
Physical Geography
Yoc. Agri. or Home Economics

Algebra I
English 2
Ind. Geography
Yoo. Agri. or Home Economics

Eleventh
English 3
Biology
Modern History
Voc. Agri. or Home Economics

English 3
Biology
Modern History
Yoc. Agrl. or Home Economics

Twelfth Grade
English 4
Biology
American History
Voc. Agri. or Home Economics

English 4
Biology
American History
Yoc. Agri. or Home Economics

Alternates! General Science, (11th As 12th grades) American
Democracy, (12th grade) Yoc. Agri. & Home Ec, 4 were taught in
1938-39 and will not be offered this year, 1939-40)
Core Courses Required for Graduation
English
4 units History (Am. and one other) . 2
Mathematics ............ 2 units American Democracy & Soc. .. 1
Science (Biol)
g units Yoc. Agrl. or Voo. Home Ec.
4
Physical 4; Com. Geog. ..1 unit
Home Room
1
Total units required for graduation .... 17

units
unit
units
unit
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Tha Course of Study for 1939-40, contains a broader scope in
utilitarian subject-matter.
The Departmental System of Mueation is followed in Booker T.
Washington High School*
All teachers must have a major or minor in the particular field
in which they are teaching.
The school operates on the 6-4 plan.
In the Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, it
is found that the 8-4 plan serves the need better than any other plan.
Development of the Vocational Agricultural and Heme Economics
departments:- In 1933, the Vocational deportment was organized in
the school, with an enrollment of two pupils and a very limited amount
of equipment.

Since that time, the department has reached an enroll

ment of seventy-five (?S) boys.

Each boy is required to complete

four years of Vocational Agriculture, and must carry out a supervis
ed practice job each year he is enrolled in school, and must com
plete 490 minutes per week in the department.
The Junior High School boys (?th and 8th grades), are required
to take two years of Vocational Agriculture before entering the high
school department.*"
In 1934, the Home Economics department was organized for the
girls in th
onomics.

^

school.

At that time there were 48 girls taking Home Ec

In 1940, the enrollment was 90.

The requirements for the

Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Washington
High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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are similar to that of the boys, in that each girl enrolled in the
high school department must complete 4 years of Home Economics, and
an average of 275 minutes per week, in the department.
The Junior High School girls must complete two years of Home
Economics before entering the high school department.
All Senior High School girls are required to complete six weeks
of Vocational Agriculture under the supervision of the Vocational
Agricultural teachar, before graduation, and all senior boys are re
quired to complete six weeks of Home Economics under the supervision
of the Home Economics teacher before graduation.
Both the Home Economics and Vocational Agricultural departments
have organised adult and part-time classes in Choctaw County.
classes are met by the teachers
a period of 120 minutes each.

These

of the departments twice a waek for

Table VI shows a course outline in

Home Making and the amount of time allocated to each unit.1
Each year the Vocational and Home Economics departments stage
an annual banquet at Hie Booker T. Washington High School.

This is

called the "Father and Son," and "Mother and Daughter" Banquet.

Par

ents from all over Choctaw County have an opportunity to visit the
school, and have a friendly chat with the teachers of the high school.
After the banquet the members of the departments render a pro
gram.

A guest speaker from some leading college or high school makes

the main address.
1

Home Economics records in Booker T. Washington High School.

36

TABU

VI

A COURSE OUTLINE IN HQMEMAKING FOR JUNIOR AND SENIOR
HIGH SC1DOL DEPARTMENTS AND FOR ADULT CLASSES
List of Units and Time Schedule
First Semester
Unit
Unit
Unit

I.
II.
III.

The Girls Part in the Home - 6 weeks
Wise Spending and Sane Saving - 3 weeks
Helping with Family ideals - 9 weeks
Second Semester

Unit
Unit

IV.
V.

Looking One's Best - 12 weeks
Care of Small Children - 6 weeks
Homamaking for Ninth Grade
First Semester

Unit
Unit

I.
II.

Home and Family - 6 weeks
Planning and Preparing Simple Meals - 12 weeks
Second Semester

Unit
Unit

Unit
Unit

III.
IV.

I.
II.

Health and Home Care of the Sick - 6 weeke
Clothing and Grooming - 12 weeks
Home-Making for Tenth Grade
First Semester
Clothing for the High School Girl - 12 weeks
Housing the Family - 6 weeks
Second Someater

Unit
Unit

III.
IV.

Child Care and Guidance - 6 weeks
Food for the Family - 12 weeks
Homemaking III & IV

(11th it 12th Combined)

First Semester
Unit

I.

Nutrition and Food Management - 16 weeks
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Second Semester
Unit
Unit
Unit

IX.
III.
IV.

The Horn© and Its Funishings - 9 weeks
Care and Upkeep of Household Equipment - 3 weeks
Infant Care - 6 weeks
Horaamaking for Boys

Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

I.
II.
III.
IV,
V.
VI.

The House - 19 weeks
Family and Cosamnity Relations - 8 weeks
Clothing - 5 weeks
Health - 3 weeks
Social Courtesies - 4 weeks
Food - 6 weeks

The hoys are allowed to suggest courses which they would like,
and a unit is made from their suggestions.
worked nicely in this phase of work.

The Junior and Senior hoys

This was an exchange unit, the

girls took agriculture, while the boys took home making.
ADULT CLASS©
Year

1937-38

No. Attend-

85

Units Offered
1.
2.

Made over garments
Bed linen and table linen

These ladles ware housewives and attended class
mostly for social reasons.
lie class closed with an exhibit of sewing
and hand work. This unit lasted for 15 weeks.
1938-39

IS

1. Ideal arrangement of kitchen
2. Furniture arrangement
3. Making curtains
This class is composed of young house
wives who are very interested in home arrange
ment.

40
ADULT CLASSES (Continued)

Year
1939-40

Bo. Attending
20

Unite Offered
1#

Table Service
(The class entertained their friends at
dinner
3. Table Manners
3. Table batting
This group is composed of maids who come
to class for the purpose of learning better
how to do some of the things whioh they have
to do.
The Home Economist for the Light Company
gave a short course in maid service this year,
and those receivii*; diplomas were 40. We feel
that each year we will be able to do more to
help our young people become adjusted.

All Day Unit Classes:- These classes include those
students carrying an average load of four (4) courses. Each student
must complete an average of 490 minutes per week in the Vocational
Agricultural department.
Adult Classes:- The members of these classes meet at
their convenience for practical lessons. This type of instruction
centers around the needs of the adult group. Classes are conducted by
the Vocational Agricultural and Home Economics teachers at the Booker
T. Washington High School, and in many communities in Choctaw County.
The following Table shows some of the accomplishments
made by the department from 1934-40.
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TABLE

VII

SOME OF THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS MADE BT THE
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT, 1934-1940

Total number acres owned by boys and parents
Total Boys parents as owners
Total number bead livestock owned by boys and parents

2330
53

3115

Total boys parents farming as ranters and share croppers

47

Total number acres farmed by boys and parents as renters

2410

Total number homes owned by boys and parents - in urban
centers

28

Total number homes rented by boys and parents in urban
centers

3*

Total number of boys stopped or finished

87

Total number of boys stopped or finished farming in com
munity or out
Total number of boys stopped or finished farming and living
in community
Total number boys stopped or finished farming in other
communities
Total number of boys in county

33

47
8
126

Total number of boys moved away

32

Total number of boys farming

86

Total number of boys living in city

52

Total number of boys in C.C.C*

9

Home Improvement
Number of homes built

6

Number of barns built

1
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TABLE VII (Continued)
Number of smoke bouses built

3

Number of garden fences built

2

Number of screen doors built for homes

5

Number of screen windows built for homes

6

Number of wells dug for homes

4

Number of toilets built for homes

6

Number of homes painted

Total

1
34

Farm Shop
Number of saws sharpened

15

Number of Plows sharpened

20

Number of sweeps sharpened

60

Number of handles fitted

30

Number of axes sharpened

10
Total 135

Livestock Improvement
Number of boys bred cows to Hereford bull

15

Number of boys bred cows to Jersey bull

3

Number of boys bought pure bred gilts

3

Number of boys bought grade gilts

Total

13
34

Plant Improvement
Native pecan trees grafted to paper shell

34

Hickory trees grafted to paper shell
Total

66
100

Summary of Surreys showing Status of 42 Boys
-orOiled in Part-Time Classes
Number married

12

Number not married

30

Number age 17-20

22

Number age 21-25

20

Number finished fourth grade

3

Number finished fifth grade

4

NuBfcer finished eighth grade

6

Number finished high school

8

Number entered high school and dropped out after
first year

12

Number entered high school and dropped out after
second year

16

Number entered college

1

Nugber once attended day unit class

8

Number once attended all day clase

16

Nuatoer had no previous connections
vocational agriculture
Number farming

with

18
33

Number not farming

9

Number farming as owners

5

Number farming as renters

5

Number farming as partners

23
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Livestock Improvement
Showing Results - Year 1938-19
Number registered sows

8

Number registered males

3

Number not regereotad sows

50

Number not registered malas

10
8

Number using registered .sales
Number pigs farrowed

464

Number raised

348

Number farrowed slra by registered male

53

Number registered pigs farrowed

35

Number heads butchered

148

Number head marketed

200
2£,?00

Total number pounds

$ 2610.00

Value

Sired by Hereford bulls:*
Year

Ho. cows

Hp, calves

Value

1936-3?

40

40

$600.00

1937-38

45

45

675.00

Total

35

85

#1275.00

* Survey showing the number of cows bred Hereford bulls and the
number of oaives born from 1936-37, 1937-38. -also the cash value
of these calves at 4 months of age as compared with calves of
same age sired by scrub bulls.

45

Sired by scrub bulls!
No. Cows

Year

No. Calves

Value

1936-3?

40

40

#280

1937-38

45

45

315

Total

85

85

$595

Hecreat ioctal
Number of baseball games played
Number of socials given

20
4

This group of out-of school youths, under the supervision of
the Vocational Agricultural teachure purchased eighty dollars (#80)
worth of baseball equipment and paid for them by giving entertain
ments and selling concessions.

The success of this accomplishment

was due to the ability of the group to cooperate.

They developed

the spirit of oo ope rat ion by once being a member of the all day unit
and practice classes.
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The Department of Science
This department embodies three courses, namely: General Sci
ence, Physical Geography and Biology.

These classes are held in

the regular science room, which is a -omblnation classroom and labo
ratory.

The science course served as a complement to the vocational

courses.
Since 1934, the school has spent $791.00 for science equipment,
or an a vera, e of $131.83 per year for six (6) years.

The accompanying

Table VIII gives the expenditures by years.1
TABLE Till
SXPENDIT0RE3 FOR SCIENCE EQUIPMENT 1934-1940

Year

'

Amount

1934

$ 97.50

1935

60.00

1936

54.61

1937

145.31

1938

333.95

1939

99.62

Total

$ 790.98

Expenditures for science equipment varied from year to year, due to
the types of equipment purchased from year to year.
* Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Washington
High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.

4?

The Department of Mathematics
This department offers two courses in. this field, composite
Mathematics for the freshman class, and a course in first year
Algebra for the sophomore class.

It is the purpose of the school to

offer the kind of mathematics moat needed in that area*
The Department of English
The Department of English requires every student in the high
school department to complete four years of English, end read from
books a year including the book "Up From Slavery*, by Booker T. Wash
ington.

In addition, all seniors are reuqired to write a term paper

on a selected subject*
The Department of History
Bach student enrolled in the high school department must com
plete two full courses in history.

Freshmen are required to complete

18 weeks in tha History of Oklahoma, and 18 weeks in Negro History.
Juniors and seniors are required to complete one year in either
European History or History of the United ^tates.
A schedule of the junior and senior high school classes for
the year 1939-40 is shown in Table IX.
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Elementary Department,
The Elementary department includes grade one through the sixth
grade. There are 213 students and five (5) teachers in this depart
ment, namely: -rs. J. D. Bowen who teaches the first grade; Miss
Izena Bailey who teaches the second and third grades; Miss Thelma
Rinehart and Mr. F. P. Illians who teach the fourth, fifth, and
sixth grades; and, Mrs. Hazel Rogers at Creosote Plant in a oneteacher school, which school is a part of the Booker T. Washington
High School of dugo, Oklahoma. This school, two miles distance, was
placed there to accomodate a few mall children,from whom the long
distance would he too great a tax on their strength to walk.
Grading System:
In the grading system of this elementary school cards are sent
home to parents for their inspection every six weeks. They are mark
ed as follows: A, B. C, D, E, F, and I. The quality of each mark is
as follows: "A" - Excellent. These pupils maintain the following
standards.
1. They do more than the regular assignment.
2. They do the assignment without assistance from the teacher.
3. They make worthwhile voluntary contributions to the class.
4. Assignments are completed on time.
5. The assignments are on time and neatly done.
"B" - Superior.
average.

The pupil who makes "B" is above the
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1. They do more than the regular text-book as ignaent,
if they are given the notation of the reference.
2. The pupil must be reminded now and then concerning
collateral assignments.
3. Assignments are neatly done, and on time.
4. These pupils need little or no help from the teacher.
"C" - Average
1. These pupils complete the assignment and no more.1
2. They need only the classroom directions to complete
all assignments.
3. They must be reminded of standards, in doing work
with reference to neatness and tiiae.
4. They make no voluntary contribution to the recita
tion.
»D" - Passing
1.

These pupils must be prodded by the teacher, to get
the assignment.

2. They make corrections when errors are pointed out
by the teacher.
3. They make no contribution to class activities.
"E" - Condition
1. Never completes an assignment on time.
2. Never shows a desire to improve.
Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Wash
ington High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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"E" - Condition (continued)
3.

Prodding is the only stimulus to which they res
pond.

4.

Teacher's help does not help.

"F*1 - denotes Failure^"

The Library
The Library is located on the stage in the high school audi
torium.

One table and sixteen chairs serve the various classes

during the study hour.

The library is very inadequate, for the pur

pose of serving as a regular a tuny hall, since the stage is very
small.

However, in spite of its unusual location, there is a fair

supply of books which are incased in two compartments with doors.
The first compartment contains 141 Encyclopedias and Dictionarias.

The second compartment contains 597 volumes of fiction, non-

fiction, and junior fiction books.
Each year books are added to the Library in small or large
quantities.
From grades one through six, each grade has its individual
library in its own room.
The Junior High and Senior High departments use the High School
Library.

Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Wash
ington High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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Hl&h School Records and Baports
The Principal's liepert:- The principal of die school sends
to the superintendent at the and of each six weeks a report. The
report contains the attendance record of the school and any recom
mendation that the principal might feel justified to make.
Personnel Records consist of the following:
1. College transcript - stating clearly the teacher's
major and minor field and the mark made in each subject.
2. Teaching experience record - showing where the teacher
taught before coming to Hugo, Oklahoma, and how long she taught in
each place.
3. A teaching evaluation sheet - showing the accumulated
professional rating of the teacher while in the system. These ratings
serve as a basis for recommendation.
4. Teacher-interest Chart - showing the special interests
of the teacher with regard to extra-curricular activities.
Permanent Records:- A permanent record is kept for every student
in the high school. These records are recorded each semester in ink,
and no erasers are permitted.
These records serve as a source of information concerning the
courses that a child has completed and the scholastic rating of the
pupil.

Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Washington
High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.
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Grading System Used in the High School Department:-

This

system is the same as the grading system in the elementary grades.

1

Requirements for Graduation:1.

The units required for graduation shall he those set

up by the State Board of Education plus four units of Home Economics
for girls or four units of Vocational Agriculture for boys and one
unit of home room activity for all students.

Any student who fails

in his home room participation must make up double the amount of
credit in regular academic courses.
2.

A student must have a major in English and a major in

one other field or a major in English and one minor in each of two
other fields.

A major in English shall consist of four units, while

a major in other fields shall oonsist of three units in that same
field.

A minor shall consist of two units in the same field. (A

unit shall consist of one year's work done in one field.

A credit

ahall consist of a semester's work in one field.)
3.

Sixteen solid academic units plus one unit of home room

activity will be required for graduation from high school.
4.

One half unit of credit will not be given for one semes-

ter.'s work of a whole unit course.

The entire course must be finished

before any credit is given.
5.

No student may receive credit for more than five regular

academic units in one year.
is the regular load.

Four regular subjects with an activity

Students who enroll for a fifth subject exception,

55
chorus or athletics must have special permission from the principal.
No student should attempt to carry more than one activity.

All of

these are special cases and must be granted by the principal.
7.

All students will be required to complete 4 years course

in Vocational Agriculture or Home Economies and should begin their
work in the freshman year. All boys enrolled in Vocational Agric lture should arrange for study hall the fourth or sixth hours fOr
shop work.
8.

An outside project will be required for Vocational Agri

culture, Vocational Home Economics and no credits will be given in
either of these courses until the project is completed.
9.

No student will be permitted to take part in the grad

uating exercises until he has fully completed the regular re uirements for graduation set up by the State Board of Education and paid
in full all financial obligations which he may have incurred with the
school during the school year.

To be eligible for graduation, a

student, must have completed 16 regular academic units of work in
addition to one unit of home room activity.
10.

Eleven complete units will be required to admit a student

to senior standing and he will be permitted to carry five units of
work to make him eligible for graduation, if he passes in all five
courses, seven units will be required for junior standing, all stu
dents with loss than three units will be classified as freshmen.
11.

All seniors will be required to read the book titled

"Hp From Slavery" by Booker

Washington.
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12. Senior English these: each senior will be required to
write a term paper on the vocation he wishes to follow.
13. A student who falls to enroll at the regular time of
enrollment must wait until after the close of classes on ilooday,
September 4.

How the school Performs Its Functions Through Extra-Curricular Activ
ities
Clubs:- By means of different types of expression the Booker

f. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma uses extra curricular ac
tivities to perform Its functions. One type of expression is in
clubs, of which the first one spoken of ia the Glee Club.
The first Glae Club was organized in 1935. It is composed of
boys and girls of the junior and senior high school group. Practice
hours are from 2:55 p.m., until 4:00 p.m., daily* The Glee Club
furnishes music for special occasions.
Home Economics Club:- Another type of club is the Home Econ
omic Ciub which was organized in 1937. It is composed of the Home

Economic girls from the junior and senior high school department. T
club sponsors an annual style review and participates in fairs and
home economic exhibits.

The Dramatic Club:- This club was organized in 1938, under th
auspices of the History and English departments*

It is open to tnemh

of the junior and senior classes. The club sponsors

types of di

matic activities. 0n© member of the club in 1939,Erven Fleeks, by

5?
name, won the prize of $5.00 in the state-wide oratorical contest
sponsored annually by the American Legion of the State of Oklahoma*
In 1940, at this same oratorical contest which was staged in Idabel,
Oklahoma, with entrants frost all orer the state, another member of
Booker T. - ashington High pool's Oreiaatic
won a prize of a bronze medal.

wlub

in Hugo, Oklahoma,

This student was Calvin McGaa.

The N.F.A. {Hps Farmers of America) Club:ganized in 1937.

This club was or

It ia open to boys taking Vocational Agriculture.

The club participates in all activities outlined for it by the H.F.A.
constitution.

Home of the activities are: (1) the Father and Son

Banquet, {2) H.P.A. plolnic, (3) A Fig Show, (4) A Seat Show, and
(5) A Basket Bail Tournament.

Athletics:-

The football squad was organised in 1937.

Its

organization consists of two distinct features: football as a part of
the physical education course, and football for interschola; tic par
ticipation.

The boys participate in physical education football at

the discretion of the instructor.

or intsrsfeholastie football, all

of the boys must meet the following conditions:

'

1

1.

height, 125 pounds

8.

Health, apparently sound

3.

Scholarship, passing grade

4.

Conduct, must not bo a problem child

The squad participates in en average of nine games par year.

* Observation. Information taken from office of Booker T. Washington
High School, Hugo, Oklahoma.

38

The won and lost record over the three year period Is:
Won 3

Lost

8

Tied

2

In 1937, the only equipment owned by the squad was $90 worth
of the same purchased by the principal out of Kansas City.

To-day,

the squad proudly sports #630.00 worth of standard football equip
ment.
Tolly Ball was introduced into the schools* plysieal educati n program in 1938.

It is participated in by all students of the

junior and senior high school.

It is primarily a physical education

activity.
Basket ball:- A basket ball team was organized in the school
in 1927.
the gams.

The boys took up the sport by seeing the other schools play
In 1934, the school began a program of interacholastic

activities with neighboring schools.

New suits and balls were pur

chased by the school.
The school team participates in the N.F.A., Tournament and other
local tournaments.
Girls* basket ball parallels the boys* basket ball in the school,
but their play is more recreational.
Soft ball:- Soft ball became a part of the Physical Education
program in 1938.

It is open to all physical education classes.

It

is an early fall and spring game.
Band:- The band consisting of twsnty-four pieces was organized
in 1939 under the direction of Mr. James Bruce.

It is open to all
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individuals who are Interested in band music.

The hand fills cour

tesy engagements at the theater, and at other schools in the county.
On January 6, 1940, the school principal purchased twenty-four
band instruments at a cost of £630.00.

The band entered the practice

with energy, and on May 6, 1940, gave a concert, presenting classiso
cal, sacred, and traditional selections which were/well rendered that
they were invited to Paris, Texas, to repeat the performance at
Gibbons High School.
Rating of the Bppker T. 'Washington High School of Hugo. Oklahoma
Rating of the school:-

In 1934, the school wee unaccredited.

It was accredited in 1936 after the present administration was en
abled to meet the state requirements concerning teaching load, teach
ers* qualifications, teachers* salaries, school equipment, teaching
material and library.
The school is now an accredited high school, for nineteen (19)
units.
Table

X

will show the rating of the school with other schools

in 1934, and again in 1939.

Finance:-

The amount of money spent on the booker T. Washington

High School by years, 1933-1940, inclusive is shown in Table
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TABL8 X
THE cussmcATim OF me SOOKIH T. WASHINGTON HI® SCHOOL
or HUGO, OKLAHOMA., WITH OTKEH HI® SCHOOLS IN
SCOTHIA3T«£R OKLAHOMA

Comparative Rating of Schools
Same of School

1934 Units

Booker T. Washington High
School in Bugo

Unaccredited

1

Douglas High School in
Ardmore

Colbert Shoemake in
Colbert

1939 Units
19

Ifk

IS

10

IS

Booker I. Washington High
School in Idabel

2

14

Dunbar High School in
Broken Bow

Unaccredited

16

Slater Boeenwald High
School in Idabel

11

15

la 1334,Table X shows that the Booker I. ashington High School
of Hugo, Oklahoma, was unaccredited, but ia 1940 the table shoes it
is accredited for more units than any colored school in southeastern
Oklahoma.
* Annual High School Bulletin of the State of Oklahoma, pp. 28-40,
1934.
2
Annual High School Bulletin of the State of Oklahoma. pp. 51-60.
1939.
*
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TABLE

XI

EXPENDITURES FOR BOOKER T. WASHmOTGN HISS SCHOOL

1939-1940

;

Tear

* Incidental ' Teachers
' Expenses
* Salaries

»

,

f

•

* Building
*
and

* Furniture
#

*

Total

*

1933-34

$ 3,169.99

I 2,218.1?

I 5,388.16

1934-35

5,269.04

4,155.00

1935-36

5,143.15

5,157.18

1936-37

8,775.43

5,909.50

-

14,677.93

1937-38

16,258.25

10,425.00

-

26,683.25

1938-39

17,029.86

11,937.38

-

28,967.24

1939-40

15,800.60

11,985.00

-

27,785.60

Total

61,456.32

51,780.23

12,409.01

12,409.01

9,424.04
22,709.34

125,645.56

Table XI shows the expenditures made on the Booker T. Washington
High &ehool from 1933 to 1940. The total amount spent was $125,645.56
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Transportation
The development of the Booker T. Washington High School bus
line 1934-1940:-

Keed - Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo,

Oklahoma, is the only accredited high school in Choctaw County.
Prior to 1934, children were forced to go outside of the county
to school because there were no high schools in Choctaw County.
the Booker

T.

After

Tashington High School beeame accredited the children

within the county were not able to attend school because of the dis
tance they were from the high school.

There is a law which says that

every child within the state is entitle to a high school education,
at the expense of the state, and if it is not convenient to build a
high school near all pupils they are entitled to provide transporta
tion under the provision of "Section 243-A.

Schools

—

Districts

transportation of pupils."*"
A Description of the first Bus Line:-

The first bus line for

the Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, was purchased
by Mr. Ben Franklin of Gay Community at a cost of $200.00.

This bus

was bought from 0*0081 Chevrolet Company located in Hugo, Oklahoma.
The above price does not include the body of the bus.

The body

for the bus was bought by the school board at a cost of $125.00, making
a total cost of $325.00.
The School Board paid the driver $15.00 per month and students
paid #1.50 each per month.

Incidental expenses were paid by the bus

driver.
1

Oklahoma School law of Oklahoma, 1939.

p. 81 Article

III.
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The distance from Gay to Horse Prairie to Hugo and back was
56 alias. There were sixty-eight (68) students transported daily,
and four trips had to be made; two in the morning and two in the
evening.

One from

Gray

to Hugo, andbne from Horse Prairie to Hugo.

The bus line began operation in the year of 1934.

Bad roads

made transportation almost impossible during the winter months.
In the year 1935-1936, the bus driver purchased an Internation
al truck at a cost of $1,000, from the International Auto Supply
dealer in Hugo; the body on Bus One was transferred to Bus Two, and
the Board of Education assumed a larger reqponslbility by paying the
bus driver $100.00 per month.
The bus driver had all expenses to pay which amounted to approx
imately $45.00 per month.
elled.

The road from Gay to Highway 271 is grav

This place marks the beginning of the bus line.

Highway 271

is paved. The distance from Gay to Highway 271 is six miles.

Horse-

Prairie Community is four miles to Highway 271. These two roads are
gravelled. Highway 271 leads to Booker T. Washington High School,
a distance of 34 miles.
During this period the students had no expenses to pay as the
Board of Education took care of all expenses.
The Taking Over of ths Bus Line by the Board of Education:-

In

the year 1936-37, the School Hoard purchased a new bus and body at a
cost of #1500 and paid the driver $40.00 per month.
was paid $45.00 per month.

The next year he
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The Bus Una To-day, 1940s-

During the school year 1939-40,

the school's transportation program was serviced by three buses.
Two of the buses were owned by the School Boern, and the other by a
private individual.

These buses transport children within a radius

of thirty-one (31) miles.
Maps of Choctaw ^oimty showing the location of the students
with respect to bus route will be found in the Appendix.
A map of Choctew ^ounty showing the above locations, also shows
the number of districts served; and the number of students who rode
the bus in 1939-40 are accounted for.

This number was 88 students

during that term.
Educational Guidance
Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, gives each
student within its walls guidance both educational and vocational
interests with a view toward adequate preparation for making a liveli
hood; which includes a worthy use of leisure time, happiness in welldone life work, and citizens with proper attitudes and appreciations
for that worthy goal -

knowledge of the gentle art of getting along

with other peeple.
Should students show no enthusiasm toward one type of vocation,
proper orientation is given the®, toward other and numerous types of
vocations until the pupil finally discovers himself and his life work.
Table XII

shows the number of high school graduates for the

years 1934-40; the pupils who entered college during that time; and
also the pupils that have completed 1, E, 3, and 4 years of college
work.
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TABLE XII
RECORDS SHOWING THE CONTINUED EDUCATION OF

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HI® SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THE YEARS
1934-1940
1

—

1

't
f
~
»
»
• 1934-35 *1935-36 *1936-37*1937-38'1936-39'1939-40
»
»
»
»
*
•
.

High School
Graduates

9

3

18

10

8

Number
Entering
College

3

2

5

3

0

*

Tears f 1 vr#
College'
Work
* 2 yrs»
Done
*
* % VTS.
f
*
' 4 yrs. '

1

2
1
2

12

2

3
————

Table XII shows the number of bigh school graduates for the
years 1934-1940; the number who entered college and completed one,
two, three, or four years of college training.
Table XIII shows the occupations of high school graduates,
1934-1940.
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TABLE

XIII

OCCUPATIONS OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES,
ACCORDING TO SEX, FOR THE TEARS, 1934-40
t
*
•Male * Female

Total

Years

Occupations

1934-40

Attending College

4

8

Bell Boys

1

1
2

Deceased

2

Undertaker

1

1

Farmer

3

3

N. Y, A.

1

5

6

11

11

9

11

Store Keepers

1

1

Unknown

3

4

Married
Other Types of Babor

2

48

Total
Class of
1940

a
Grand Total

12
60

Table XIIIshows the number of Booker T. Washington High School
graduates

who

are married, those of whom no information could be

secured, those who are deceased, and the number gainfully employed
for the years 1934-1046.

6?

The Relation of the School to the Community
The Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma is truly
a community center school*

Its Buildings accomodate conventions of

any civic organization.
The courses that are offered, are prepared in consideration of
the need of the community and the vocational possibilities in the
patronage area.
The policies of the school are shaped by the will of the best
thinking people in the community.

SUMMARY
In summarizing Chapter V, which discusses the administration
and supervision of Booker T« Washington High School of Hugo, Okla
homa, it can be said that the personnel and duties of all of the
administrative and supervisory officers were shown.
of the school was given in detail.

The curriculum

The manner in which records are

made and reports kept and how the extra-curricular activities of the
school are performed were all clearly set forth.

The rating of the

school, end its classification along with its financial condition
were told.
The development of its transportation system with maps showing
each bus line route, and tabulations of the number of students using
the system are also given.
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Chapter
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GENERAL SUMMARY A® HECOMMERDATIONS
A general summery of this thesis is stated by the author as
follows.
The main objectives of this work is to trace the chronological
development of the Booker T. Washington High School of Hugot Oklahoma,
from its inception to the present time.
The study is needed in order to keep in a permanent written form,
authentic information relative to the school.
The data used have been gathered from personal experiences of
pioneers, Oklahoma State History, The Oklahoma Almanac, State Law of
Oklahoma for 1939, State Department Bulletins, the present principals
annual reports, the minutes of civic, social, religious, and political
organizations, State Highway lews and Road Maps, excerpts from address
es on various occasions, historical workers and bulletins, and biog
raphies.
Choctaw County dates as far back as 183?.

It is located 204 miles

southeast of Oklahoma City, the capital of Oklahoma.
There are two main highways leading to Hugo, the city in which the
Booker f.Washington High School is located.
In 1886, there was one school for Negroes in this area, and it
was established by Wiley Homer, a Presbyterian minister.

This school

was financed jointly by the Freedman's Aid Fund, and the Presbyterian
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Board.
The first school was taught in Hugo, in 1904.

This school had

one teacher, and wa.; supported by the patrons of that area.
The first school site was purchased for a Negro school in Hugo,
in 1915.

In that same year a new four room school building was

erected and named the Cuney High School in honor of a Negro politi
cal leader of the State of Texas, Wright Cuney.
In 1932, the four room school was replaced by a six room build
ing, and the teaching force was increased to six teachers.

the
On July 1, 1933 the Board of Education of Hugo, took orea^/Negro

school of Hugo, and it became a school in an independent district.
The month of August, 1934, marked the beginning of a definite
high school program for this school.
The name Cuney High School was changed to the Booiter T. Wash
ington High School, on the recommendation of the principal to the
city superintendent.
Due to the increase in enrollment in 1934, it was necessary for
the Board of Education to rent a church and add another teacher to
accomodate the student body.
In 1935, the Board of Education had to rent another church, and
add another teacher, because of the rapid increase in enrollment.
In 1936, the Board of Education erected a new school building
which paralleled the aix room structure and this building was the
Vocational and Science Building and is used to accomodate the High
School department.

Then it was necessary to add more teachers.
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The Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, is
the only High School in Choctaw County, and to accomodate all of the
Junior High School graduates of the county it was necessary for the
Board of Education to operate a Bus Line.
When the Bus Line was first put into effect in 1934, it was
an independent line owned by a farmer in the county, but two years
after that time, the Board of Education took over the line in 1935.
To-day, the Board of Education of Hugo, Oklahoma wons two bus lines
and supports

a

pick-up line which accomodates twelve (12) districts

in Choctaw County, by transporting pupils dally to and from the
Booker T. Washington High School.

During the school term, 1939-40,

these bus lines served eighty-si* (86) pupils daily.
The curriculum of the Booker T, Washington High School of Hugo,
Oklahoma, is a flexible one, in that it has all of the experiences
that the pupils of the area are most likely to experience.
The extra-curricular activities of the Booker T. Washington
High School have played an important role in the following: music,
dramatics, football, basket ball, volley ball, and soft ball.
The home room has been an important factor in promoting stu
dent participation in school activities and in school government;
thus preparing these students to become good citizens.
Comparing the year 1904 with the year 1940,the writer wishes to
state that in 1904, the Negro school of Hugo was taught in schools,
churches, and abandoned residences by poorly prepared teachers.

And

in 1940, or to-day, the physical plant of the Booker T. Washington
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High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, has ample space to accomodate twelve
(12) teachers and four hundred (400) students.
The teaching staff is well qualified to teach in the -Elementary,
Junior and Senior High School departments in that three-fourths of
the staff have Bachelor degrees; end the other fourth are steadily
continuing their education.

Those of them who have completed under

graduate work: are studying advanced graduate courses leading to high
er degrees.

A Summary of Findings Follows:
1.

The first school was established for Negroes in Chactow

County in 1886, by a Presbyterian minister by the name of Wiley
Homer.
2.

The first school was organized in 1304.

3.

The first school site for Negroes was purchased by Chactow

County in 1915.
4.

The first school building was erected in Hugo for Negro

education in 1915.
5.

The Negro school of Hugo received its first name in 1915.

6.

This name of the school was changed in 1934.

7.

In 1934, the Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Okla

homa mas non-accredited.

In 1939-40 the Booker T. Washington High

School of Hugo, Oklahoma was accredited for twenty-one (21) units.
8.

The Booker T. Washington High School football team was

organized in 1936.
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9.

The First Bus Line for the Negro high school was put into

operation in 1934.
10*

The Booker T. Washington High School basket ball team was

made welcome by the citizens of Hugo, to the usa of a #51,000 gym
nasium located in the Armory building in Hugo, in the year 1937*
11.

In 1939, the Booker T. Washington High Sehool football

team was made welcome by the school officials and leading citizens
of Hugo, to the use of the Hugo High Sehool stadium for all of its
major football games*
12.

The Booker T. Washington High School Band was organized

during the school term 1939-40.
13.
Oklahoma.

In 1904, there was one teacher in the Negro school in Hugo,
In 1940, there are twelve teachers in the Negro school in

Hugo, Oklahoma.
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Hie writer wishes to make the following recommendations:
I.

That a new, modern, fire-proof high school build

ing with a gymnasium installed, be erected on the new forty acre
school site purchased by the Board of Education for the Booker T#
Washington High School of Hugo, Oklahoma, in 1939.
II.

That the high school department alone, be housed

in this new high school building, separately and distinctly from
the Junior High school department and the Elementary department,
with which two departments it Is now housed.
III. That the present site of the Booker T. Washington
High School be used to house the Elementary and Junior High school
departments of the Booker T. Washington High School of Hugo, Okla
homa.
IV.

That this aohool then be named the Williams-Marshall

Junior High School.
7.

That the grade school at the Creosote Plant be dis

continued, and that these pupils with their teacher be housed at
this Junior High school building, mentioned in recommendation No.IV.
VI. That a sufficient number of buses be purchased by the
Board of Education of Hugo, Oklahoma, to accomodate all of the high
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school students of Choctaw County, and the elementary students who
lire in the vicinity of the Creosote Plant.
That the street extending from Hugo, Oklahoma, to the
new Bo.ker f. Washington High School building, be graded and paved.
VIII.

That the eurriculums of the Booker T.

School and of the

ashington High

illiems*Marshall Junior High and Elementary

Schools be enriched and broadened in scope.
DC.

That provisions be xsade for the erection of a poultry

plant, and a dairy barn large enough to accomodate the storage of
fane implements.
X.

That a new athletic field be arranged to accomodate the

games of football, basket ball, tennis, and golf, with a standard
ized cinder path for athletic practice and meets.
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